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Abstract

What will happen when neuroscience, HAI and manga research are combined?

In this presentation, let’s think about the future with Sci-Fi short story. Despite we can learn abundant knowledge
from general thesis format, the future perspectives of relevant technology such as social and human
transformations are hardly discussed. On the other hand, Sci-fi format brings us many inspirations to discuss
the broad possibilities beyond which the technology has evolved.

Here, we choose a format that combines manga illustrations and text because manga is the best way to describe
the manga’s future vividly. We came up with a thought experiment as "what would happen if a device that
automatically manganizes your thoughts is developed?". We hope that you could consider what would happen

if you are living in such a society.
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My family's roots are just like caricatures of human evolution. My grandmother wanted to find out what was
inside my father's brain, so she applied for a test which was the prototype of Brain Manga Interface used for

children. And my father was growing with the Brain Manga Interface since childhood, therefore his thoughts

had always been manganized.

Brain Manga Interface reads the brain activity to subjects and compares it with previous gazillion mangas’
contents and generates the most appropriate manga to describe the person's current thoughts. A line drawing
with small size information that is convenient for readout and communicating information from the brain.
People who initially couldn't get a good Brain Manga output also learned to change their brains flexibly and

gradually to think as in mangas in real time.
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The improved Brain Manga Interface had spread all over the world as a cap-type device "comicap" that can be
worn casually, and it became the latest fashion trend. At the same time, there were significant innovations in
printers and paper that allow Brain Manga to be instant and remote sharing printing. Cities were filled with caps,

printers and paper, and human lived in Great Printable Network.

Businesses using Great Printable Network emerged one after another. Personal Manga Post Drone, launched
by Federation of Post Offices in Solar System, became one of the hottest new businesses. If you rewrite with a
red pen on the printed Brain Manga and post it to the Manga Post beside you, the revised manga would be
distributed to SNS. Young people started their extraordinary lives with thinking to be "mangagenic" were known
as "comicaper", and this had become a social phenomenon. However, my mother was a child who didn’t swim

with the stream and calmly considered the relationship between manga and humans.
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My mother then studied Brain Manga Engineering at university and developed a new application "comicommu

that could be used on the Great Printable Network. When people are closed together and running the app
simultaneously, their Brain Mangas interact with each other, and their unconscious interactions are exported as
new mangas. My mother came up with the app in hope that when teaching international students an experimental

protocol, communication would be automatically generated regardless of language and custom barriers.
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My father, who was a best-selling comicaper at the time, was the first one who caught sight of my mother’s

comicommu and spread it to the public. Meanwhile, many comicapers were dragged by the old types of mangas
that comicap referred to, but he mastered comicommu to get out of that and developed new Brain Manga

expressions. My mother was attracted and fell in love with him on comicommu. They got married with no words

literally and gave birth to me.
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Our happy days continued for a while, but my father died unexpectedly when he went to outer space to get
material for the story of social documentary Brain Manga, and my mother brought me up at wit's end. However,
my mother was an engineer. She recreated my father as an autonomous manga character on comicommu from
my father's vast Brain Manga data throughout his life. So, I grew up with talking to my father in the manga

world, and with my mother in the real world, and I began to live in such a parallel universe.
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I think I'm a human being while also a manga character, and in a way, I'm like a mixed-race. Nowadays people
who like me are not so rare, but sometimes I feel an inexpressible chasm between us and the old humankind.
Someday, we may diverge from Homo sapiens to another way, which I thought could be something close to a

kind of biological evolution.
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